
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                          SEPTEMBER 6, 2015 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 15th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 457 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, the deeper things in my life do not generally 
make me happy, but they do make me more conscious and in 
that sense they make me more alive.  It turns out I would 
rather be happy than conscious.  Contrary to what I think 
about me, I would rather know less about myself than more.  
In spite of what I say about how I want to live, I would rather 
be less connected than more connected.  Even though I do not 
like that this is true of me, I am more relieved than agitated by 
the knowing.  A part of me thinks you should be angry with me 
for being as I am.  Another part of me does not care if you are 
angry.  I think I am tired of the striving that has become normal 
and is now synonymous with living.  I am weary of the burden 
that is so familiar I no longer notice it as a burden.  I am 
drained by the effort to be attentive to so much that my senses 
have become dulled and I can no longer tell the difference 
between what is important and what is trivial.  I am waiting for 
the bolt of lightning to strike me—only it doesn’t.  There is only 
compassion. 

  
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 7:24-37 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 392 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 210 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings for September 13, 2015 
Proverbs 1:20-33; Psalm 19; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 

 
F.Y.I. 
 There is a very brief meeting of the Elders and Deacons in the 
office during coffee.  The purpose is to select a day and time for a 
longer meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 7:24-37) 

 The Rev. Dr. Doug Heuneke once referred to someone as having 
a “fascist mind.” It was in a discussion at Presbytery on the issue of 
the ordination of gays and lesbians, and Doug described one of the 
speakers as a “fascist.” I had never heard “fascist” used that way, 
so I looked up the word in a dictionary. I discovered that the word 
“fascist” comes from the word “bundle.” Historically, it is the noun 
form of the word “bundle” from which the word “fascist” derives, 
not the verb form; but if we use the verb form we can get an idea 
of what Doug was meaning. Fascism usually refers to a 
philosophical/political system characterized by centralization of 
authority, stringent control through suppression, and oppression 
of any opposition, usually by terror and censorship. I believe Doug 
was internalizing the idea of “fascism” and using it to describe the 
mind of the person who had spoken, saying that the words spoken 
were the result of that person’s living in a mind that was 
authoritarian, controlling, suppressive, and intolerant of anything 
with which it did not agree. 
 As I thought about it I realized that all of us have this same mind, 
a “fascist mind,” although most of us have a mild version of it, a 
mind that is fairly well socialized. But still, we all struggle with an 
internal authority that very actively seeks to control us, that 
suppresses and opposes what does not meet its approval, and in 
differing degrees uses terror and censorship as its enforcers. 
Mostly we are not conscious of this dynamic which is at work within 
us, but this dynamic manifests itself for all of us in the ways we 
relate to others, especially in attitudes and behaviors known as 
“racism,” “sexism,” and “ageism.” We “bundle” individuals into 
groups, assign characteristics to the group that reflect or express 
our own struggles with our personal inner dynamic, and then treat 
individuals as though the characteristics are facts about them 
which justify the way we treat them. We do this all the time, 
ordinarily without noticing and knowing we do so. The 
consequences of our living this way are generally hurtful, 
sometimes they are harmful, and occasionally they are dreadful. 
We all live in and from a “fascist mind.” 

 I want to suggest that the concept of a “fascist mind” is an 
accurate way to understand what the gospel reading is referring to 
by the term “unclean spirit” or “demon.” The word translated as 
“unclean” is the Greek word meaning “impure,” from a root “not” + 
“cleansed” [the referenced being to “cleaning” or “pruning” a plant 
to cultivate it]. Our “fascist mind” is unconscious in us; and its 
activity of making other aspects of our life unconscious is also out 
of our awareness. Our fascist mind has not been “cleansed” or 
“pruned” or “cultivated” in the sense that we are not related to it. 
It operates independently from us, and causes us to act in ways we 
do not consciously value. The word translated as “spirit” is the 
customary Greek word meaning “a current of air.” This word implies 
a “vital principle,” or “mental disposition” which actively influences 
us. Both terms are descriptive of the unconscious “fascist mind”—it 
is a mental reality which animates us, and motivates us to act in 
ways that upon reflection seem bad and may actually be harmful [a 
“demon” is “a spirit of a bad/harmful nature” which because it is 
unconscious seems to be not natural, supernatural]. 
 Mostly we approach behaviors like racism and sexism as things 
to be rid of. I suggest that such action is counter-productive. It 
causes racist and sexist behaviors to exist undetected and therefore 
to increase. We have done too good a job keeping our own racism 
and sexism hidden from our awareness and therefore unavailable 
to us. When Christ “casts out” the unclean spirit, the Greek word is 
“to eject,” and its root is “origin [the point from which action or 
motion proceeds]” + “to throw.” Christ throws the unclean spirit out 
from the place where it originates, something we would describe as 
“making it conscious or bringing it to awareness.” The same idea is 
expressed when it says the unclean spirit “left,” or was “gone.” Both 
are translations of the same Greek word meaning “to issue,” and 
have the same root meaning: “origin [the point whence motion or 
action proceeds] + to come or go.” Christ does not get rid of our 
being racist; he makes us aware of being racist, thereby offering us 
an opportunity to discover and explore where that behavior 
originates. Knowing how and when we “bundle” people and do not 
treat them as persons is what allows us to take our actions into 
account and make choices to act differently, if acting differently is 



what is helpful. Making ourselves wrong for being racist or sexist is 
not helpful; accepting that we are racist and sexist, and then 
understanding where these come from and why such behaviors 
operate in us, is very helpful. Awareness like this is the most helpful 
since such awareness allows us to be conscious and act consciously 
rather than be unconsciously harmful or mechanically moral and 
obedient. 
 Christ’s response to the Gentile woman’s request seems harsh 
to us in that his response is both racist and sexist; it dismisses her 
by reducing her to only a Gentile and a woman. What if Christ knew 
what he was doing, and his statement intended to set the woman 
up to demonstrate her awareness or lack of awareness? Her 
response indicates that she is aware of the categories used to 
define her and that she herself is not completely bound by them, 
that though she may have been taught to think of herself in a racist 
or sexist manner, she does so with awareness. I suggest it is her 
awareness Christ is seeking to discover. 

If we internalize this text so that the woman’s daughter is 
understood as an aspect of her own life, like a Child Ego State that 
has internalized the sexist and racist categories that her culture 
uses to define her, then the way the story ends makes sense. The 
woman’s awareness will see to it that the sexist and racist 
categories internalized by her Child Ego State will be examined, and 
as a result their power will diminish. In this way the woman’s 
request is granted. 
 The issue is for each of us and all of us to become more aware 
of the activity of our “fascist mind,” especially of the way we are 
racist and sexist. The “fascist mind” is our common reality. It is 
something each of us “does” to ourselves and others. As our 
awareness of it increases we will find that we begin to hear that to 
which we have been deaf, and that which has not spoken to us will 
begin to speak in a way we can understand. 

 [Jim Robie, 9-2-15, Cycle B, Mark 7:24-37] 


